COMPLIANCE DISMISSALS

Registration: A person commits an offense if, after the fifth working day after the date the registration for the vehicle expires:

(1) the person operates on a public highway during a registration period a motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer that has attached to it a license plate for the preceding period; and

(2) the license plate has not been validated by the attachment of a registration insignia for the registration period in effect.

A justice of the peace or municipal court judge having jurisdiction of the offense may:

(1) dismiss a charge of driving with an expired motor vehicle registration if the defendant:

(A) remedies the defect not later than the 20th working day after the date of the offense or before the defendant’s first court appearance, whichever is later;

(B) establishes that the fee prescribed by Section 502.176 (delinquent registration fee) has been paid; and

(2) assess an administrative fee not to exceed $10 when the charge is dismissed. (Fee will increase to $20 on Jan 1, 2008)

Inspection:  (A) After the fifth day after the date of expiration of the period designated for inspection, a person may not operate:

(1)
A motor vehicle registered in this state unless a current and appropriate inspection certificate is displayed on the vehicle; or

(2)
A commercial motor vehicle registered in this state unless it is equipped as required by federal motor carrier safety regulations and displays an inspection certificate issued under the program established under Section 548.201.

(B)  A peace officer that exhibits a badge or other sign of authority may stop a vehicle not displaying an inspection certificate on the windshield and require the owner or operator to produce an inspection certificate for the vehicle.

(C)  It is a defense to prosecution under subsection (A)(1) that an inspection certificate for the vehicle is in effect at the time of the arrest.

Dismissal of Charge; administrative fee:

(a) In this section, “working day” means any day other than a Saturday, a Sunday, or a holiday on which county offices are closed.

(b) The court shall:

(1) Dismiss a charge of driving with an expired inspection certificate if:

(A) the defendant remedies the defect within 20 working days of date of citation or before the defendant’s first court appearance, whichever is later; and

(B) the inspection certificate has not been expired for more than 60 days; and

(2) assess an administrative fee not to exceed $10 when the charge of driving with an expired inspection certificate has been remedied. (fee will increase to $20 on Jan 1, 2008)

(c) Notwithstanding Subsection (b)(1)(B), the court may dismiss a charge of driving with an expired inspection certificate that has been expired for more than 60 days if defendant completes (A).

Expired Driver’s License:  
(a) A judge may dismiss a charge of driving with an expired license if the defendant remedies this defect within 20 working days or before the defendant’s first court appearance, whichever is later and.

(b) assess the defendant an administrative fee not to exceed $10 (fee will increase to $20 Jan 1, 2008) when the charge of driving with an expired driver’s license is dismissed under subsection (a).

Fail to Display Driver’s License:


(a) Defendant must show proof of valid driver’s license at time of offense by court appearance date and pay an  administrative fee not to exceed $10

Operate Motor Vehicle without License Plates or with One Plate:


(a) A Judge may dismiss if Defendant remedies this defect before defendant’s first court appearance.  Registration for the vehicle must be current during period offense was committed; and Registration insignia was attached to the car before the defendant’s first court appearance and.


(b) Assess an administrative fee not to exceed $10

Display Altered, Unclean, or Obscured License Plates:


Judge may dismiss and assess an administrative fee not to exceed $10 if Defendant remedies defect before first court appearance date 

Fail to Report Change of Address or Name:


Judge may dismiss and assess an administrative fee not to exceed $20 if Defendant shows proof of compliance within 20 days after date of offense.

Violate Driver’s License Restriction or Endorsement:


Judge may dismiss if driver’s license endorsement was imposed because of a physical condition that was surgically or otherwise medically corrected before the date of the offense, or in error and that is established by the defendant; and the Department of Public Safety removes the restriction or endorsement before the defendant’s first court appearance.  An administrative fee not to exceed $10 will be assessed.

Operate Vehicle with Defective Required Equipment: (does not apply to a Commercial Motor Vehicle)


Judge may dismiss if defect is remedied before defendant’s first court appearance.  An administrative fee not to exceed $10 will be assessed.
