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Worst Drought in Texas HistoryWorst Drought in Texas History

Texas is now in the midst of its most severe
one-year drought on record, according to 
John Nielsen-Gammon, the
Texas State Climatologist.

Driest January-July on record with 6.53 inches.
Normal is 16.03.  Record low 9.36 in 1917. 



Texas Drought StatisticsTexas Drought Statistics

• Driest June July on record across TexasDriest June, July on record across Texas.
• Driest October-July on record.
• Austin rainfall of 11 02 inches between• Austin rainfall of 11.02 inches between 

October and July is the 3rd driest on 
record back to 1856record, back to 1856.

• Rainfall deficit of 17.41 inches, 39 
percent of normalpercent of normal.

• July rainfall was just 0.05 inches.



Rainfall Since October 1stRainfall Since October 1st



Rainfall Departure from 
N l Si  O t b  1Normal Since October 1



Temperature Departure 
f  N l  5/1 7/31from Normal, 5/1-7/31



Austin Temperature StatsAustin Temperature Stats

• Hottest April on recordHottest April on record.
• Second hottest June on record.
• Hottest July on record• Hottest July on record.
• July was the hottest month ever 

d d b ti J l 2009recorded, beating July 2009.
• 19 consecutive 100-degree days.
• 51 days of 100-degree or warmer 

temperatures, so far. 







Comparison with Worst of 2009 DroughtComparison with Worst of 2009 Droughtp gp g
September 1, 2009





La Niña Has Ended. Now Neutral.

January 6thJanuary 6th

August 1st



Composite  Forecast for La Niña



But Trending Back to La Niña? But Trending Back to La Niña? 

El NiñoEl Niño

La Niña



Drought Outlook through October





NWS 3-Month Outlook



The 2011 Atlantic Hurricane 
SSeason



The Season So Far



Tropical Cyclone Climatology

We are here



Take Home Points
• No clear end in sight to the ongoing 

droughtdrought.
• Intense droughts are hard to break up, 

tend to self perpetuatetend to self-perpetuate.
• Very hot and generally dry through late 

summersummer.
• Tropical storms could be a help. 
• More frequent rains possible this fall but 

winter is leaning dry if La Niña returns.



Forecast for Lake Buchanan



Forecast for Lake Travis



Water Storage Forecast
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